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Abstract
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CCORDING to Briston (1978), colonial inheritance is a major factor which influenced the general
system of financial reporting in many countries outside Europe. Parker (1989) has extended the argument
further by opining that colonial inheritance extends to legal systems, culture and other backgrounds,

but not just to direct import of accounting.

This article studies the impact of colonisation and the legal systems on the accounting standards in Sub-
Saharan Africa (SSA). The countries are grouped according to their colonies and legal systems in order to
identify as to under which jurisdictions the adoption of IAS is more common. Consequently, the study reveals
that the majority of the countries which were under the British colonisation and legal system, either fully or
partly, adopt the IAS contrary to the ex-French colonies. However, Kenya and Mauritania use the IAS although
they are administered under the Islamic law.
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